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 Springfield Township, Bucks County 
       2320 Township Road    ▪    Quakertown, PA 18951   ▪     610-346-6700     ▪    www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
August 11, 2015 

 
Supervisors Present:  Karen Bedics, Volker Oakey and John Oehler 
Also present:  Chief Michael McDonald, Richard Pursell (Road Master), Michael Brown (Township Manager) 
and Jason Wager (Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
Supervisor Oehler called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 
Board held an executive session prior to the meeting to discuss real estate matters. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
Ms. Bedics moved to approve the July 23 minutes as amended.  Mr. Oakey seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items  
 
Shawn William Klein, 5811 Clymer Road, stated his opinion about a member of the Springfield Township 
Police Department to the Board.  The Board recommended he continue dialogue with Chief McDonald and 
seek legal representation if he wished to pursue his complaint further. 
 

Planning Matters 
 
There were no planning matters to discuss.  Ms. Bedics noted she had prepared a memo that would be 
presented to the Planning Commission at its next meeting. 
 

Governmental Matters 
 
Actuarial Assumptions –  The Board tabled this discussion to its next meeting to wait for additional 
information from the Pension Committee. 
 

Old Business 
 

There was no old business to discuss. 
 

New Business 
 

2016 Budget Projects, Plans and Initiatives 
 

 Environmental Advisory Council  - Kim Kruchinski, Chairperson of the EAC, discussed the long range 
work plan for the EAC.  The EAC has several ongoing projects including the Audubon Bird Town, tire 
recycling, Township building native garden, emerald ash borer management plan, Township building 



  

Board of Supervisors                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             August 11, 2015 2 

energy renewable options study and participation in Community Day.  The EAC has continued to meet 
the requirements as a Bird Town Community and plan to continue this with a speaker at Community 
Day, working with the Springfield Elementary School and hosting education workshops with an annual 
renewal fee of $450 as a member of the Audubon Bird Town.  The EAC will hold its tire recycling event 
on October 17 while adding electronics recycling with the event averaging $873 net revenue each 
year.  Ms. Kruchinski presented a sketch plan for the Township building grounds proposed native 
garden expansion from 2016 through 2019. Proposed annual costs for this project are $1,000(2016), 
$700(2017), $500(2018) and $1,000(2019) with $75 per year for mulch and free maintenance labor 
performed by volunteers and community service.  The EAC is requesting $3,000 for a comprehensive 
energy audit of the Township buildings.  Recent projects have included a nature trail at Springfield 
Elementary School, PennEast pipeline resolution and an EAC workshop, with its desire to continue the 
workshop next year at a cost of $300 for speaker fees, advertising and refreshments.  Ms. Kruchinski 
requested $430 for member development, $80 for volunteer kits and $40 for volunteer hospitality in 
2016.  The total 2016 EAC budget request is $5,375 for expenses with expected revenue of $875 for its 
annual tire recycling event.  New projects for 2016 include the rain garden installation and forest 
regeneration at Peppermint Park and the creation of an invasive weeds strike team. 

 

 Park and Recreation Board – Doug Litzenberger, Vice-Chairperson of the Park and Recreation Board, 
presented the Peppermint Park accomplishments to date with expenditures and its proposed budget 
needed to complete the project in 2016.  Mr. Litzenberger stated expenses for the park are budgeted 
in 2015 for $261,000, which included planning, construction, purchasing trees and shrubs, entrance 
sign and maintenance.  The PRB is requesting $46,000 for 2016 to complete the park which includes 
adding benches, tables, reforestation project, additional amenities (info kiosk, additional plantings, 
garbage/recycling system and site mapping), programs in the park (recreational, educational and 
grand opening) and maintenance (trash collection and mowing) with some maintenance performed by 
volunteers for perimeter mowing, the rain garden and planting.  Other project requests are $25,000 
for legal expenses for the rail trail extension and $1,500 for basketball backboards installed at Zion Hill 
Church. The PRB’s total request for 2016 is $72,000.  The PRB will also look for opportunities to create 
a trailhead to serve the rail trail once the County builds it. 

 

 Road/Police/Administration – Mr. Brown presented the 2016 budget requests for the Road, Police 
and Administration Departments of the Township.  The Road Department requested $60,000 (with 
$60,000 set aside in 2015) for a $120,000 paving project and $150,000 for sealcoating.  It asked for 
$46,000 for equipment replacement, $2,500 for roof fuel farm, $3,000 to recoat the equipment 
building roof and $13,500 to replace a pipe on Povenski Road.  The Police Department requested a 
total of $5,900 for new equipment, $3,000  for vehicle storage boxes and $3,500 for heat in its garage 
area.  The Administration Department requested $7,000 to finish the codification of the remaining 
ordinances not codified in 2015, $10,000 to redesign the website for functional and productivity 
improvements and $5,000 to redesign the office space for better security and more meeting room 
space. 

 
Open Space Authorizations 
 
Mr. Oehler moved to authorize soft costs not exceeding $20,000 for Open Space Committee case #2014-506 
and further authorize the Township staff  and solicitor to prepare documentation and complete the project; 
and, further authorizing an appraisal for Open Space Committee case #2014-510; and, further authorizing an 
appraisal and survey for Open Space Committee case #2015-506 .  Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously.  
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Correspondence 

 
Mr. Oehler recognized the letter from DEP dated 7/31 on the Putchat Dam inspection, the letter from DEP 
dated 8/04 on the Huntzinger bio-solids application and an email from Bob Wynn on Drifting Drive options 
dated 8/06. 
 

Public Comment 
 

Hans Reimann, 2915 Springtown Hill Road, asked if the Township had a map for the Huntzinger bio-solids 
application.  Mr. Brown stated the Township didn’t and that he could put in Right-to-Know request to the 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection office for that information.  Ms. Bedics 
noted she had sent a letter as a resident of her concerns to DEP and its reply was available to anyone wishing 
to view it. 
 

Supervisor Comments  
 
Ms. Bedics expressed her desire for the Board to move forward per Mr. Pursell’s memo dated 8/06/2015 
utilizing PennDOT’s turnback program to take over California Road.  Ms. Bedics asked if there would be a 
Board meeting scheduled at Zionhill in the fall with Mr. Brown responding that one of the October meetings is 
planned to be held at Zionhill, but he did not have confirmation of the date.  
 

Adjournment 
 

At 8:43 p.m., Mr. Oakey moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  August 25, 2015 
Approved:  August 25, 2015  


